COMPTON TT 


DYING-MANS' ( 
Laſt Sermon, 
The Fathers La. Bleſjing, | 


Left and bequenhed 2s a Legacy to bis Chil- 
dren, ne 1 4 tis 38 * 


- 


Being comfortable Mcdinarions ad p 
tions for the day of death: which 
worth of them art more worthiyeo 
ten in teuer of gold, than Ink and 408 


— | 
By eden Joey, i ſervags of Tel Gr 
Job I 4+ : e that is 3 of a Womait is 
of ſo d %% and ful of trouble. Hi comet» 
forth lite a fmer and is em down be fiycth 
alſ\ ata ſhadow, ane 1d cortintierk not, | 


2 — —— — ̃FT—?— — —— — m —— — 


| L ON D '0 N. 
Printed for N. Thackeray, J. Pang 
P, Le and 7. Wi e. 9 


oy * 


Þ 


———ä— ß — ————__ _ 


DYING-M ANS 
Laſt Sermon, 


O R, 
"Of he Fathers Laſt Bleſjing, 


Left and bei ſeithed us x Legacy to his Chil- 
dren, immediately before tis death, 


fy Being comforcable Mcdirgiogs vid dect 
tions for the day of death; «bi the 
worch of chem are more worthlyzo bewric-! | 


ten in kette rs of gold, chan a Im and 9 8 ' 
FI V4 


By ove 2 a ſervant of Tele Gra 
Job 14. 7 „e that is born ts Won 10 
of few 4e and ful of trouble. He comet 

forth like a flower and is em down he fiycth 
40% 4 A and cortinuerk not, | 

| L O N D 0 N, 

Printed for N. Thackeray , T. P aſſinger ,/ © ö 
$. P, Wore and J. lee 1680. pos | 
7 N 1 


2 


| 53 . 


E ow 


| + FATHERS 
' Laſt Blelsing, 


Left and bequeathed. as ck un- 
to his ( bildren, alittle 1 1 
Death. 


h, 
4 


4 
: 


* 
by" 


: 


Ld n — 


E. 


— 
. 


l 

g 

90 

7 
of 
4 

ay 


: e 
1 * 


e 


te Fahers Ude nog. 
ged to the Earth to dig and delde in it, 


200-would have his very Name, his Appa⸗ 
rel, his Employments\, to be tontinuall. 


remembꝛantts bf his Oꝛigtnal, and pꝛemo⸗ 
nitours of his moztalicy, O that men were 
wiſe, that they underſtood this, ihat they 
would remember their latter end! Foz 
Wwharſocver 'a Pans Wiſdom-, Wirth , 
Beauty, Strength, oz State be, his foun- 
dation is in the duſt : Duſt theu art, ang 
unto duſt thou ſhak return, Gen. 3, 19. 
There ſcems to be a vaſt difference bit tuce 

a Cedar and a Shꝛub, a Aine and a B:am- 
ble, ſo long as they both grow together, but 
tut them doton and burn them, and their 
Aches will be one und the ſame, In this 
Moztal life fome men ft on che Throne, 
ethers are grinding at the Mill; ſome go 
cloathed in Purple, and fare deliciouſly eve- 
FP. day as Dives did, and others like Laza- 
us, ie at rich-mens Gates, and habe not 
ſo much as the crumbs o cheir table : but 
in the grape there ia no difcronce, there the 
Pan and rich are al ont: The Wozms 
Jed ag well on Rich Dives, ag on pa2, La- 
Fut, Bings and Emperoꝛs mutt ſubmit 
to Death, and lay down their Crowns and 


rs at the Gave. 
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zophet Ilaiah ſaith in the third Chapte 
24 — verſe ; Which walk uu 
ſtretched forth Necks, nnd wagon ently 
cing Eyes, mincing as they go, and mak- 
mg a tinkſing with-their Feet, muſt at laſt 
dꝛop into the Grabe. And they that glory 
in the noblenels of their Birth and blood 
mult make their Beos in the Duſt and at⸗ 
knowledge Coꝛruption faz their Father and 
the WMozms kor their Pother. Why then 
ſhould ſinful Duſt and Aches be Proud e 
For we brought nothing with us into the 
World, and it is moſt certain we ſhalſear- 
ry nothing with us cot of the World, 
the Apoſtle Caith; 1 Tim, 6. 7. And | 
Job ſaith, Job 1,21, Naked came we gut o 
our Mothers Womb, and naked, ſhall we 
return, &c. And the'ApolRe ſaith, Heb: 9. 
27, I is appointed ſor all men once rodye, || 
Chere is nothing moze certain than death, 
and pet nothing moze untertgin: -Boif cer⸗ 
tain it is we muſt all dye, but when, where 
02 how we muſt dye, that is altogether un⸗ 
certain. ar e 

We read in the Scripture that all che 
Fathers dycy, Gen, F. Adam the fUrtt'p 
dyed ; and Methuſclah che oldeſt Pan, he 
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and þ 1056 not how ſoon our great * and 
d we eject us. Death ſurpriſed A- 
Lin the fleld, Gen. 4. 9. Ely ting at the 
d@2,1 Sam. 4. 1 8. and Jobs Childzen at feaſt 
ing, Job 1. 18. Hero 2 * on dn e 
Acts 13. 33. And 6s death it (elf is 
tain, ſo is the manner alſo uncertain; there 
18 A natural death, t chere ig a violent death: 
a natural Death is when a man as 4 8 
party. our, becauſe there is no moze opl 

led it, apps wh death is whey the ſout 


is as it were thauſt out of the 52 
untimely . Death, 


r wa man comes to his gran in a 
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fi is belegen with "fickneſs, and ſo ſtar, 
- "ved out of His Pabitation. And there is a 
ſudden Death which ſtrikes without gtv- 
ing warning, from which the Lo2ddcliver 
n% And there is allo a quict Death, a de⸗ 
rarting in peace. when the ſoul'voth as it 
were, cal out of the body, 
Joſiah he dyes by the wound ol an arrow, 

2, Cbron. 35. 23. Abimelech by the fall of a 


ſtone, 118 9.5 3. Micked pꝛoud Jezabel 


eaten Dogs, 2 Kings 9. 36. There art 
tho of caſualties and difeaſcs, and no 
Pan living knowech what ſhall be his end ; 
Fot unto God. the Lord be longeth the I ſſues 
of dearb, Pſal. 68. 26. There is but one way 
2 the woꝛld, but there is a thouſand ways 
of the Mold: and we map all fay of 
| 2 to Ahimaas, he is a good 
1 mon kik the Death * body fres us 
frum * of death, the remainperg. ot 


1 the death ot the body frees us 
n wy incumbrances of this 


55 hy wld he 'wozſe than Bell 
5 come ag faſt 
upon 


; Hie faben bn n 1 
upon us ag Jobs BeCengers, 8 Lite" of 
n is like a Winters dap, "Gat © dvery 
: Few and evil are he days of this * 
Life, Gen. 45-9. Mn that is born of a woman 
is but of few days and Full of trauble, Job 
14+ 1, 2, Lally, death tranſlates us from 
a P1iſon to a Palace, 'from à Sfaffoldco a 
Paraviſe,from a vale of Pileries to a King- 
dom of Gloꝛp, kw. 75 God chan wipe away 
tears from our eyes, Rev, 2. 4. Where 
ſhall moze death, naz ſozrow, 
5s ttping, neither wall there be hp most 
pain, where - we ſhall be perfectiy free fn 
all Un; thercfoze may we {ay. with Sclo⸗ 
mon, Better is the dead ihan the Living: anv 
with St. Paul, To me to live is Chrift, and 
10 dye is gain, Phil, 1. 24, 
Gvery man with Baliam deſires to dye | 
the death of the.Righteois, Nun 43. 16, 
and in this they deſire wel: Ie tg 


well is a pomt of the Higheſt conteramei 
in the. N 25 8 bl 
eternal death depends upan it for ad the 
tre falls ſo Wall it dye. todve Well is 
- notacta,nable,' 2 i7 
the. art ofliving well: e at 
a foul. Evening, but a gd life hate 
a pay death ; fo; as David (atth, Vial. 37.7% 
6 Math, 


conver arly with the thought of 
and. ſubmit to his Will ; both in life 

| and Peach. I hal e en en to 
ag 0) un tedjous, if God by molongtug 
pleaſe co gibe me kreſh oppoꝛtu⸗ 
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bow the kim 18 come, chat J mut 
1 - ©, 4 A. N by * * bY , 
this Tad: 


eue wand go to a better; hi⸗ 
. *thertd as x Father have A protected and di⸗ 
teſed you; but god mp time being tome, 
my days delng but or ſpan long, J mutt 
0 hence,” tothe bt no moze firm; Plata 
9. 13. See, thefefore that ye ſerve the 
Lord with all finglencſs and bprighenels 
of heart in Godly Hevticy and he will be 
x Father unto thee in tay. ſtead. * KEp a 
god Conſtiente all the days of thy Like, 
do to others, as thou wouldſt have ochers 
do to thee; For that is che Law und the 
Prophets, ſaith dur bleſſed Savſoir , Marr, 
7. 12, And then when the time ſhalt tome 
which although pou be pouttg now, poi 
now not how near it may lodge at this 
Reſent: oz many are living now, thac 
mut dye co Poꝛrow, who would weep ik 
ep knew they had ſo ſhozt a time to live) 
that when you ſhall ye upon pour Death⸗ 
bed, death may not affrighten vou, but may 
appear into pou, as bleſfed be God it doth 
no iu unto me, not n his ugly ſhapes and 
defozmitieg, but ſtingleſs as a friend; thus 
wall pon have comfozt within pon, that. 
all xt ſoyce you when all gutward Com 
fores-fail pon ; then © every pam jpd Fel 
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of God to me, might move you ans 


li ves end. And z charge thee befoze God, 
befoze whom J am pzeſently to appear, 
chat thon honour Cod above all things day. 
Ip and pzincipally {lethintbe "thy fear and 
let him be thy diead, wy. be thy cotin- 
ſellour, the joy and delight of thy Squt : 
and be (ure thou ſet God always befoze. 

thy face | fo will he bean ant hom to thy 
kt. x a guide to thy paths, Labour ftrong- 
ly to ſuppꝛeſs vice, and exalt vertue, ſtrive. 
to be in love with godnels, remember that 
thou muſt give an atcount foz each die 
ur, and every idle Mod, a2 our Sa- 
iour ſaith; Mat, 12.36, Let all hy acti- 
ons then proceed from a good conference, 
for +hoy. ſhalt never thrive by. ſuch ways 
and means 3s God hath accurfed; far that 
s 2 miſerable + gain that is gatten by the 
ſoſs of tbe Soul { fox whas, ſhell it profit a 
man 10 gaio the «he War'd, and loſe his 
own 


others to love him, and to ſetve him to your 4 
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knowledp of God * then ſhalt hol under. 

ftand righteouſneſs, judgment, and equity, 

yea every good path ; walk in the way o 

good men, and keen rhe paths of dere te- 
2 


f 
ous; for the upright (hal dwell in the Land, 
and the perfect fhall remain in it. But the 
wicked ſhall be cut off from the earth, and 
tranſgreſſours ſhall be rooted our. Let not mer- 
ey and truth forſake thee , bind them about 
thy necks, write them on rhe Tables of thy 
bearr, fo (halt thou find favour and good 
under ſtanding in the fight of God and Man. 

Lord with all thy heart, and lean 
not to thy underſtanding. Tn all thy ways 
acknowledg him, and he fhall direct th 
paths; happy is the man that finds wil⸗ 
dom, that getteth underſtanding, for the 
Merchandize of it is better than filyer, and 
the gain thereof than fine Gold. She is 
more pretious than Rubies, her ways are 
ways of pleaſant nefs, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a Tree of life to them that 
lay hold on her, and happy is every one 
that retains her. My Son, keep ſound 
Wiſdom and Diſcretion, and let it not 
epart from thine eyes, ſo ſhall it be life 
o thy ſoul, and grace to thy neck : then 
ſhalt chou walk in thy way ſafely , and — 
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foot ſhall not Rumble, - When thou lyeſt 
down thou ſhalt not be afraid, for che Lord 
ſhall be thy confidence, With-bold not good 
from them to whom it is due, when it is 
ig the power of thy hand to do it. Enter 
not into the path of the wicked, gonot in the 
way of wicked men; avoid it, paſs not by it, 
turn from it, and pals away; turn not tothe 
right hand, nor to the left: remove thy 
foot from evil, be not over haſty to get 
Riches, but conſider it is the Bleſſing of the 
Lord that maketh rich, and he addeth no 
ſorrow to it. Let not thine heart envy fin- 
ners, but be thou in the fear of ihe Lord all 
the day, Benot among Wine-bibbers, nor 
among riotous eaters of fleſh , for the 
Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall come to 
poverty, and drowſineſs ſhall cloath a man 
with Rags, Look not upon the Wine when 
it is red, when it giveth its colour in the 
Cup; for ut the laſt ic ſtingeth like a Ser- 
pent. Deviſe not evil againſt thy Neighbour, 
far he that deviſeth to do evil ſhall be cal- 
led a miſchievous perſon ; Rejoyce not 
when thy enemy falls, and let not thine heart 
be glad when he flumbleth , left the, Lord 
ſte it, and it diſpleaſe him; give not thy 
ſtrength unto Women, nor thy words to 
z that 
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that which deſtroyech Kings, It is not for 
Kings to drink wine, nor Princes ftrong 
drink; leſt they drink and forgei the Law, 
Open thy Mouth for the Dumb, open thy 
Mouth; judge Righreouſly , and plead the 
cauſe of the poor and needy, Say not thou, 
What is the cauſe that the former dayes were 
better than theſez for thou doſt not wiſcly 
imagine concerning that, but conſider the 
work of the Lord; for who can make that 
Araight, which he hath made crooked, Eccl. 
7. 10. 13. 

And further, my Son, J would have thee 
to conſider ſeriouſly of what J have ſaid, and 
remember this as the laſt woꝛdg of thy dy- 
ing father ; Fear God and keep his command» 
ments, for chis is the whole duty of man: 
for God will bring every work into judge- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, wheiher it 
be good, or whether it be evil, Eeclel, 12, 
I3 514. \ 

Thus having bricfly admoniſhed thee in 
the woꝛ ds of the wile Pan J ſhall ſnend out 
my lat breath in a woꝛd 02 two moze , and 
I have done: it is ſome refreſhment to my 
fainting ſpirits to confider how pou have be⸗ 
gun t ſpent ſome płars in the erpericnce of 
troubles, c crercile of patience,+ indeedJhad 
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rather yon ſhould be good and atfliged, than 
'great «4 focund in the wozlv;Jhope God hath 
deſigned pou to both, having ſo earlp put pou 
on the exerciſe of his Gꝛates, faith, love and 

patience, which only will diſpoſe peu to thoſe 
pꝛincelp endowments # impzovements that 
may gain pou the love andfavour of all theſe 
that fear the Lo: d. With God J would have 
you begin, 4 with God J would hade pou end; 
pou habe begun well, the L029 bleſs pou, go 
on E pꝛoſper, piety will make you pzoſperousg, 
at leaſt it will keep you from being miſera⸗ 
ble: Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having the premiſe of the life that now is, and 
of the life to come, 1 Tim, 4,8, Noz is 
he much a loſer that loſeth all, pet ſaveth 
hig own ſoul: J truſt you have already taſted 
of that bitter tup whereof J have ſo deeply 
dzunk. Above all 3 would have pou, as 3 hope 
pou are already, well grounded and ſetled in 
religton, the way of Hod, in which J charge 
pou to perſevere ; foz unleſs pou be well 
grounded a ſerled in religion, pou ſhall never 
want temptations to deſtroy you: Therefoze 
take heedote verring any faction whatſoever, 
fo J have obſcrved, that the Devil of Re 
bell ton doth turn Htmſelf commonly into an 
Angel of light, and refozmation ; when ſome 
ag | og mens 
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mens conlcienres accuſe them with Hedi 


on and Herefie , they like the old Serpent 
pꝛetend new light. 4 top its mouth with th 
name t noiſe of religion;+ when picty pleads 
foꝛ peace t patience, then they cry out Zeal, 
Teal: be (urs always to keep up a well 
grounded Piety, and ſuch Fundamental 
Zruths, as mend boch hearts and lives of 
molt men: with an equal eye and impartial 
hand, diſiribute competent rewards to ſuch 
as by well⸗doing Wall deſerve them, which 
will undoubtedly gain you both the hearts 
and favours of the beſt, vea, and the mol tao, 
who though they be not god themſelves, will 
be glad to (ce the wozks of Uertue ſweetned 
by tempo al rewards, 

And once moze J do require you, t intreat 
you as a father, as a dying father, chat pon 
never ſuffer pour heart to receive the leaſt 
diſarisfacion to the truth of religion now e- 
ſtabliſhed which J have by experience kound 
to be the beſt in the world, and nearclf agrer⸗ 
ing to the woꝛd of Gad. Happy times J hope 
will attend von. The Loꝛd bleſs you and eſta⸗ 
bliſh vour ſout in righteouſneſs, that as you 
grow in pcars, ſo vou may grow alſo in wiſ⸗ 
dom F codes, in grace æ favour both with 
God x Pan. The Loꝛd bleſs you a "—_ 
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face to ſhine upon vou. And now beholdJam 
ready to be offered up & the time of my de⸗ 
parture is at hand, I bleſsGod J tan ſay as 
as St, Paul did, 2 Tim. 3.7, 8. I have fou. bt 2 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith; henceforth therefore there 
is laid up for men Crown of righteovineſs, 
which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 
me at that day, and not to me only, bur to all 
them alſo chat love his appearing, And now 
J leave pou and go befoze you to a better 
Kingdom, an inheritance that is incoꝛrup⸗ 
tible and undefiled, that faveth not a wap, 
x Per, 1 1. 4. which the Loꝛd hath prepared 
ko me, and me fo2 it, thzough the only and 
alone Perits of my onely and all-ſufficient 
Loꝛd and Saviour Jeſus hiſt ; to whoſe 
bleTed P2otecion and mercy J commend 
and leave pou: and ſo farewel till we met 
if not on Earth, pet in Heaven. 
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